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-handed
harbour manoeuvres

@yvind Bordal has some tips for single- and double-handers "
| bol
| ma

I
ow many people are on board N enf
when you go sailing? A good Mooring lines (from the the
guess is that you're only two, midship cleat) are all secure bo;
and often the extra crew is your and fenders are in place in|

spouse. As people have less time on their ready to approach the dock cal
hands, and schedules are tight, the singlehanded sol
average crew size has decreased over the RIC
years. But with furling sails, electrical an|
winches, bow thrusters and navigation an
software, boat handling has become wa
much easier.

That said, harbour manoeuvres can still E
be tricky. Success in short-handed sailing

is a lot about preparation and planning - meé

thinking scenarios through beforehand, ha

over and over — and practice. bo
Failures are inevitable, but any E de
manoeuvre can be practised with crew on g an
board. Let your crew gradually step back 2 de
and allow you to take over more and more 3 st¢
tasks - ideally one task at a time. = tra
Techniques will vary from port to port, st
and in different conditions, but planning Monitor your speed. This means Think ahead. This may be the wil
and practice will always pay off. being slow enough to stop and number one rule of seamanship in
; change your plan - but fast enough to general, but it certainly applies here. .
Six top tips steer the boat properly at all times. Unfortunately, it's possible to find yourself E
Know where the wind comes from, Remember your rudder only works when trapped in a corner with no way out. An pC
and use it actively. Wind will affect water is flowing over it. A boat with no example could be losing all speed (and si¢
the way your boat moves, and speed is a sitting duck for wind and thereby steering) and not having enough fo
increasingly so as your speed decreases. current. If you lose all speed, you'll need space to build back up the speed to steer. di
Usually it will be an advantage to moor room to build it up again before you're Before entering an unfamiliar or busy en
into the wind, and depart with the wind able to manoeuvre. Don't hold back on harbour, be sure to prepare the boat with i
behind you. The same goes for the the throttle. If the boat needs to be swung mooring lines and fenders on both sides. aft
current. Look for buoys, pilings, moored around, change direction from forward to Spring lines ready to set from the middle = th
yachts or other things in the water that aft, or if you need to turn the bow into the of the boat are very useful. Now you're < be
indicate the direction of the current. You wind at low speed, a lot of power may be ready to change your mind at short notice, < th
can use wind or current to stop the boat necessary — but only in short bursts. Pull as you move towards the dock. Before = an
on your way in, or to help you out when back on the throttle as soon as the boat you approach, make sure you have
leaving. starts to do what you want. communicated clearly what the plan is.
LEFT Should you
box-berth, go
alongside or raft to
another boat? I [
you're not sure,
take a swing -‘
around the I
harbour and }
consider your
options
In any new harbour, check out the wind
and current, and where the cleats are |
positioned on the dock before deciding ' Ni
which line to start with m
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ABOVE A good option
here is to catch a
bollard with the aft
mooring line first, and
keep It tight with
engine power. Adjust
the rudder until the
boat is alongside and
in balance. Now you
can leave the helm and
sort out the other lines

RIGHT This is the
angle to approach
another boat if you
want to raft alongside

n Know your boat. Boats will behave
very differently in harbour
manoeuvres. Boats with a long keel will
have a bigger swing radius than fin-keeled
boats. Boats with high topsides and
deckhouses are more exposed to wind,
and will drift more than lower, flush
decked boats. Heavy boats take longer to
stop than lighter boats. In particular, the
transition between back and forth, and
steering characteristics when reversing
will differ greatly.

from the deck.

When going alongside a pontoon,
try to start with as short a line as
possible from the midships. This will
stop the boat from moving backwards or
forwards. If the line has to be run
diagonally a few extra metres, leave the
engine idle but in gear. Now you have
time to quietly take care of your fore and
aft mooring lines. An alternative is to get
= the first line ashore from the back of the
“ boat. Move slowly forward by engine until
° the line is tight. Keep the engine engaged
and adjust rudder until the boat is !

Nice angles for mooring lines, and a little slack to allow the boat to
move slightly

Practical Boat Owner * www.pbo.co.uk

positioned where you want it. When in
balance, this arrangement will take care of
itself while you walk around to arrange the
other mooring lines. The same technique
can be used when leaving the pontoon.
Start by removing all passive mooring
lines. Keep only the ones that are actually
doing a job at the moment. Run all lines
back to the boat, so they can be cast off

In many marinas in northern
Europe, boats are secured by their
bow to the pontoon and their stern to

MANOEUVRING IN HARBOUR @

two posts. This is known as box berthing.
In this instance, when entering between
piles, you may allow the boat to squeeze
diagonally between them (if piles are wood
or covered by plastic tubes). If not, try to
stop with the piles midship and find the
balance point. Take your time with this.

Sometimes there are separation lines
running between the pile and the dock. If
so, wrap a line from the bow around the
line to windward and move forward a bit.
Now you have secured the bow, and have
all the time you need to sort out the aft
mooring lines. Then continue forward,
until you can get a line ashore from the
bow. Tighten the windward aft mooring
line sufficiently, jump on to the dock with
the front mooring lines. Start with the one
to windward, and make sure to bring it
back to the boat.

Extra fenders on the front part of the
boat can be a big help — they allow you to
rest your bow in a controlled way on a
neighbouring boat, if side wind takes
control as you slow the boat down. When
you leave the dock, the same technique
can be used, only reversed.

ABOVE The aft
mooring line is
quite often the first
you should attach.
Convenient,
because it's near
the steering
position. A short
spring from
midship cleat is

i ;

also a good way to HARE e
go, when It feels good when everything’s set and
short-handed you've moored safely
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